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The actual! world must be a world in which things interact with things. The form
of actuality can be thought to be the reciprocal interconnection of things, which is the
result of their mutual interaction. However, for a thing to work it must negate its self; it
must cease to be something called a thing. To say that things form a world through
interaction means that things are considered parts of a single world. For example, for
things to interact in space must mean that these things are spatial. At the extreme, if we
think of something like physical space, then physical force can be thought of as a change
in something spatial. However, to think of something thoroughly as a whole-one means
that there is no longer something called a working thing, that the world is static, and that

there is no longer any actuality. [8: 367]

Such a world must be a world that moves from something made to some-
thing making. It is not, as in conventional physics, a world formed by the reciprocal

interaction of invariant atoms; that is, a world considered as the one of many.

If we think of it this way, the world is just a repetition of the same world. Nor
can it be thought of as the development of the whole as a purposive world. If
this were the case, then there would be no interaction of the individual with
the individual. It must be a world that can be thought of neither as the one of
many nor the many of one. It must be a world in which what is thoroughly
given is given as something made, that is, dialectically given, moving from

something made to something making in a self- negating manner.2

1 Nishida distinguishes between “reality” [327f] and “actuality” [Fi52], mirroring Hegel’s dis- tinction
between Realitit and Wirklichkeit.
2 This 1s to show how to cite a long quotation.
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It is not possible to think of something as a whole-one as a substrate at its
bottom, nor is it possible to think of the individual many. The creative world that
truly moves by itself as a phenomenon-soku-reality must be a world like the one

described above.
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